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From Your NOMADS President 

Hello Nomads and hope everyone had a Merry Christmas and looking forward to another wonderful 

year ahead. Our National Muster in Amana Colonies Iowa is on track and things are starting to come 

together. I hope everyone had the opportunity to read the SMART Amana Colonies Newsletter that was 
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sent out recently, Melody Thomas has done an excellent job in not only printing it but acquiring all the 

necessary articles and information. "Great Job Melody " I would ask that you take the time to send in 

your National Muster application as soon as possible, as host Chapter we need to show our support for 

our Club and Chapter with a huge participation. Please everyone check your National and Chapter 

membership dues so you're not delinquent, we certainly don't want to lose anyone. Travel safe and see 

you in Amana Colonies Iowa. David 
 

 

 

Secretary/ Treasurer  

Treasurer’s Report 

Balance in Accounts as of December 27, 2022: 

•  Checking $480.15 

•  Savings $0 

•  CD $1,084.55 

TOTAL ASSETS: $1,564.70 

 

Secretary’s Report: 

Total Nomads membership is 174. Remember to mail your dues of $5 per year to Donna Wynott 824 

Reggie Street Dayton, NV 89403. Make your check out to SMART Nomads. 

  

 

SMOKE SIGNAL Editor Sought 
Still looking for a creative individual interested in being Editor of this fine newsletter.  No experienced 

necessary, we will train.  Please advise Joe Padberg if you are interested. 

 

 

   

NATIONAL MUSTER 2023 

2023 National Muster (smartrving.org) 

AT LARGE Region is the Sponsor 

Calling All NOMADS to assist and Support 
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The NOMADS will be responsible for coordinating the 2023 National Muster. The 2023 National 

Muster will be held at the Amana RV Park & Event Center in Amana, IA. Opening Ceremonies will take 

place on September 18 and Closing Ceremonies will be on September 22 with departure on September 

23. Click on the link above to see the details. This will be SMART’s 40th muster and everyone should 

be thinking of an appropriate slogan to be used. This will be a chance for the Nomads to shine! 

 

There are key billets to be filled. Volunteers that are needed include: Operations, Program, Activities, 

and Finance Committee chairpersons. Other ways you can help are with parking, tours, games, 

entertainment, food & beverage, prizes & raffles, registration, vendors, sales, publicity, first aid, etc. 

 

Calling all dancers, musicians, and thespians! We would like to put on a skit with Nomads members. If 

you have an idea for a skit, please let us know. 

 

 

PRE-MUSTER: Diane Pepperell is our Muster Master. The Nomads will camp at the Amana RV Park 

& Event Center. Our pre-muster will take place from Friday, September15 to Sunday, September 17. 

Our pre-muster meeting will take place on Sunday, September 17, at a cost of $5 per person. The 

chapter will provide a catered meal. Please let Joe Padberg know if you are attending the lunch so we 

can be sure to have enough food for everyone. You can also sign on at the SMART Portal for Nomads 

events. 

 

ANNUAL NOMAD MUSTER: The Nomads annual meeting will be held during the National Muster, 

date and time is TBD. 

 

POST-MUSTER: Diane Pepperell is planning a stop near Davenport, IA for the post muster.  Post 

Muster dates are September 23 to September 27. Location is TBD.  The chapter post muster meeting 

will be held on September 23 after arrival. 

 

Any Nomads participating in the Appalachian Caravan can stop by for one night and attend the chapter 

Post Muster meeting. 

 

 

From the At-Large Regional Director 

 

Nomads as you all know the 2023 National is Sept 18 to Sept 22 in Amana Iowa. 

As to date we have 28 rigs signed up. I encourage all Nomads to PLEASE send in your  

registration monies. This is our 40th anniversary. 

We still need persons to run the Pegs N Jokers and the Beanbag Baseball games. 

Please check out the Amana Newsletter on the SMART web site. 

Melody Thomas has done a fantastic job getting this information out to all  



members. 

If you have any questions or suggestions, PLEASE let me or David know. 

Thank you 

  

At Large Regional Director 

Jackie Weis 12337 

 

Recruitment and Retention 

The Smoke Signal Editor recently attended an Alamo Smarts chapter meeting and our 1st VP Richard 

Palmer shared ideas and suggestions for recruiting new SMART members.  These are shared here to 

update or refresh your information to continue to expand our ranks. 

 

The traditional one is to meet veterans at RV parks as we travel and hand them information on 

SMART.  These welcome packages are available through HQ.  They include a small bag, a copy of the 

latest SMART Traveler, a trifold/application with your name and member information, some SMART 

business cards and a SMART pen. 

 

If you track the names of those you contact, then you could follow up to continue to keep their interest 

in SMART fresh. 

 

There is also an online method.  If the interested individual provides you their name and email, you can 

Invite them to join SMART right from our website.  Follow these simple steps and it will send you a 

copy for your records. 

 

1) Log into the SMART website - SMARTRVing.org 

2) Go to Chapter quick links 

3) Clink on your Region 

4) Click on your chapter 

5) Click on the 'Members Only' button 

6) Login to the website 

7) Scroll down to the 'Email an Invitation to Join SMART' 

8) Fill out the prospect's name, email and a brief description of of what is being sent 

9) Hit the send button and the website will do the work. 

 

 

 

THE COOKBOOKS ARE STILL AVAILABLE!!! 



  

In a quandary on what to make for that happy hour or potluck?  Get 

some of the delicious recipes in this cookbook.  You’ll be the hit of 

the party! Get yours before they’re all gone.  Just $14.95 

each.  Contact HQ to order your cookbook now. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Member Activities 

 

Jim & Faye Welsch We are still members of SMART and the Nomads, but we have sold our 5th 

wheel. We have not yet decided how we will be traveling in the future but look forward to staying in 

contact with the many friends we've made over the last few years. We hope everyone has a wonderful 

New Year.  

Jim and Fay Welsch  

 

Melody & Paul Thomas. We I had some medical adventures.  I flew home to New York for was 

supposed to be a 5-day visit.  Melody contracted COVID on the second day home and had to 

quarantine.  The trip turned into a 3-week stay.  While in New York, Paul came down with COVID as 

well.  Luckily, we both had very mile symptoms and no lingering effects.  

     We have been in Las Vegas, Nevada since the beginning of November.  Paul’s sister lives nearby 

and we have been visiting with her and SMART friends who also live in Nevada.  In between visits to 

casinos and attendance at fancy Vegas shows, we have been working on our plans for the Alaska 

caravan next year.  We are so excited for this trip!  We are also working on plans for the National 

Muster next year.  Melody will be serving as the Administrative Chairperson and Paul will be helping 

out as the National Photographer.  The plans are exciting as this will be SMART’s 40th anniversary.  It 

is the ruby anniversary with a goal to recruit 400 people by then.  There are so many events that will 

take place – a photo contest, seminars, games, drawings, flag retirement ceremony, ice cream social, 

Brown Bag Raffle, golf tournament, men’s and women’s luncheons, and seminars. 

      We need all hands-on deck for this special national muster, especially since the At-Large Region is 

hosting it and the Nomads are taking the lead.  Let’s make this National Muster an event to remember 

for a long time!  Please be sure to volunteer.  Your help will make the event a great success. 

 

Joe Padberg & Diane Pepperell. We have been in winter quarters, outside Phoenix, since mid-October 

and are going crazy. (I know we are most of the way there, anyway).  Have another month here and then 



back on the road.  Have had multiple repairs to the toad as well as the RV, so we are looking to save 

money and get moving again. Looking forward to 2023 with making all three caravans and driving 

across the country from the east to the west at least a couple times.  Also, prepping for the Alaska trip 

with extra supplies and a spare tire. 

Joe & Diane 

 

Gene-O & Partner- 2022 has been an interesting year. The SMART National Muster was held in 

Gillette, WY. All those that attended found something worth remembering. We haven’t been too far 

from home as Sharon’s dad’s health began to fail rapidly so we went to Bennington, VT so she could be 

there to say her goodbye. She was able to be there to hold his hand as he passed. I think it was a great 

comfort to the both of them, I know is was for Sharon. Commemorations, although welcome, are not 

required. Instead, think of your own families and enjoy them for as long as you can. Families are first, 

daily trials are second, 

but life always.  

Sharon & Gene-O 

 

Dick & Pat Tracy. Pat and I have been very inactive members for the past few years and unfortunately 

Pat fell a couple of weeks ago when trying to get into her sister’s Jeep and broke her leg so we will 

definitely continue in an inactive status again for this summer. Perhaps it may be time we hung up our 

RVing keys and leave it to younger folks but that is a very tough decision we are not anxious to make. 

 Dick Tracy 

  

Jim Newborn. I apologize for not being more active in the Nomads, but that open heart surgery last 

year really knocked the stuffing out of me. I don't know if this would be of interest to my fellow 

Nomads, but when my wife and I took our Bucket List Trip before she passed away, I wrote a daily 

journal of the trip for my kids to keep up with us.  It soon went from a distribution of 3 to 19 or so, who 

found it interesting and entertaining.  I have attached a PDF copy of it for your use as you see 

fit.  Editor's note: If anyone would like to read Jim's travelogue, please email a note to 

Padberg4Smart@gmail.com and I will send the document your way. 

 

 

Things that make you go ....hmmm! 

 

If a man is alone in the forest with no women to hear him..., is he still wrong? 

 

Friends are like stars...you don't always see them, but they are always there! 

 

Wander often-wonder always. 

 



RV Disasters 

 

 

 

    

   

S*M*A*R*T NOMADS MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION  

 
 

YOUR S*M*A*R*T Number: _______ SPONSOR’S NAME__________________ 

 

 

YOUR NAME: _______________________________________________________ 



  

SPOUSE/COMPANION: _______________________________________________ 

  

MAILING ADDRESS_________________________________________________________________ 

  

CITY/STATE/ZIP: ___________________________________________________________________ 

  

EMAIL 

ADDRESS__________________________________________________________________Newsletter 

via email ____Yes   ____No  
THE NEWSLETTER VIA SNAIL MAIL IS CURRENTLY $5 PER YEAR; PAID WITH ANNUAL DUES, but not 

included in annual dues 
  

ALTERNATE MAILING ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________ 

EFFECTIVE DATES FOR USE OF ALTERNATE ADDRESS: ______________________________ 

  

PHONE &/OR MESSAGE SERVICE: __________________________________________________  

ACCESS CODE &/OR OTHER INFO RE PHONE: _______________________________________ 

 

BRANCH OF SERVICE: ______________STATUS: ___Active ___Retired ___Veteran 

RANK/RATE (optional): ________TYPE of RIG:  M/H___5W___TT___ Trk Camper___ 

Other______  

 

 

OPTIONAL: 

1. How many months each year do you travel in your RV? _____________ 

2. Do you have a home base anywhere? If so, which season are you there & how long? 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Do you try to attend the National Muster each year no matter where held? _____Yes ______No 

  

  

DUES: $5 per year due and payable each Jan 1st. No prorating, discounts, or refunds on dues is offered.  

Dues year is from January 1st to December 31st.  MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO NOMADS. 

 

 

Applicant's Signature: ______________________________________ Date: ________________  

 

 
Send Check to Our Treasurer:  Donna Wynott 824 Reggie St Dayton, NV 89403 

  

Current year dues $5_____     Next Year Dues $5 _____  Total Submitted $________ 

NOMADS 



Nomads: 1. a member of a tribe that has no fixed abode, but moves from place to place  

according to food supply.    2. Any wanderer  

  

FOR NOMADS TREASURER USE ONLY  

 

 

Date Ck Rec’d: _____________ Nomads Membership Number: _________ 

  

 

S *M *A *R *T 

Special Military Active Recreational Travelers 

114 Duxbury Avenue 

Molino, FL 32577 
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